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“Montgomery writes using the skills of a weaver; presenting 

rough fibers of life, sadness, and regrets, along with the soft 

thread of tenderness, love, and human relationships to create 

these stories; like a loom displays its almost finished right angles 

of cloth.” — Doug Erickson, co-author of Jefferson's Western 

Explorations: Discoveries made in exploring the Missouri, Red River 

and Washita 
 

 

 

Salty air, low lying clouds, and crooning of seagulls near the towering Astoria Column and the 

flowing Columbia River set the scene for Humanity’s Grace: A Linked Collection of Short Stories by 

Dede Montgomery [978-1-949290-72-1, GusGus Press, Bedazzled Ink, January 2022]. 

Montgomery intertwines the lives of several characters from her novel Beyond the Ripples with 

the lives of new characters all uniquely connected to a murder in downtown Astoria, Oregon. A murder 

accusation throws the characters into darkness, as they reassess earlier beliefs, past decisions, and actions. 

A police officer haunted by his past. A young woman awakening from a vivid dream of a friend from 

before. A mother who wonders what she did wrong. A son who aches for others to be kind. A daughter 

who questions her father’s past, while her mother remembers parts of the man she had forgotten. A 

stranger wonders about the significance of a message she was given. 

Humanity’s Grace presents the opportunity for the reader to meander through sorrow and 

sadness, joy and regret, all reminding us of the startling and collective beauty of life’s connections. 
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Dede Montgomery is a sixth generation Oregonian and the author of the memoir My Music Man (2017, Bedazzled 

Ink); Beyond the Ripples, literary fiction (2019, Bedazzled Ink) and Then, Now and In-Between: Place, Memories 

and Loss in Oregon (self-published, 2020). Dede was a 2019 Oregon State Capitol Foundation Speaker Series 

presenter, sharing My Music Man stories on Oregon’s February 14 Birthday. Dede holds a BA in Environmental 

Biology, MS in Public Health and works in outreach and education at an OHSU research institute. Visit Dede’s blog 

at https://dedemontgomery.com. 
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